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The ferns and flowering plants of Nantucket — III 

Eugene P. Bicknell 

Since Part II of this paper was published, a visit was made to 
Nantucket, from June 7 to 20, for the purpose, primarily, of in- 
vestigating the earlier Carices. Previous visits, always in the late 
summer and autumn, had necessarily missed those sedges which, 
after their flowering and fruiting period in the spring and early 
summer, may no longer be recognized. The Carex season on Nan- 
tucket, therefore, promised to be of more than ordinary interest, 
especially as the list of species credited to the island was manifestly 
far from complete. The event disclosed no less than thirteen 
Carices not previously met with, all but one of which were additions 
to the island's known flora. 

Another interesting outcome of this visit was the addition of 
ten grasses to those previously enumerated. In this group, also, 
many new observations were made. The record of these may be 
deferred to an appendix, but, for the purpose of preserving the 
general sequence of species as far as published, the additions are 
here interpolated. 

It follows from this visit to Nantucket in June that the remain- 
der of this paper will not accord strictly with the statement made 
in the introduction that it is based solely on explorations con- 
ducted in the late summer and autumn. In general, however, this 
will remain true, and all facts derived from observations made ex- 
clusively in June will be so indicated in the text. 

In connection with these observations it should be recorded 
that the spring season of 1908 on Nantucket was a very late and 

[The Bulletin for September, 1908 (35 : 423-470. pi. 29-35) was issued 29 
S 1908.] 
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backward one and that in May and June the island suffered from 
a protracted drought. My explorations found the ponds lower 
and the bogs drier than the experience of other years had ever 
found them to be, even at the end of summer. 

GRAMINEAE (concluded) 

In Part II. it was said that the number of grasses known to 
occur on Nantucket, exclusive of several well-marked varieties, 
was one hundred and four. This number may now be increased 
to one hundred and seventeen. Three common species unaccount- 
ably omitted from Part II. are here added. 
Calamagrostis canadensis (Michx.) Beauv. 

In bogs everywhere ; panicles dried by the end of August. 
Calamagrostis cinnoides (Muhl.) Scribn. 

Somewhat local but rather widely distributed ; most common 
in the neighborhood of Tom Never's Swamp and in the " Woods." 
In full flower through late August and September. 
Ammophila arenaria (L.) Link. 

Abundant, occurring in sandy places all over the island, even 
on Saul's Hills. In full flower through August and September. 

Extreme forms of this grass show a marked divergence in the 
characters of the spike and flowers. The spike may be long and 
tapering, 3.5 dm. long and 1.5 cm. thick, the spikelets with 
narrowly attenuate and acute outer glumes becoming 1.5 cm. in 
length ; or it may be linear-cylindric, the outer glumes puberulent, 
much less gradually attenuate, acutish or obtuse, and only 7-10 
cm. long. 
* Alopecurus geniculatus L. 

Frequent in wet places in the meadows north of the town and 
along damp sandy cartways below the "Cliff." Just in full 
flower June 7, but many spikes immature. 

This is the introduced plant as distinguished from the native 
A. aristulatus of Michaux. The latter plant seems to have been 
well understood by some of the fathers of our botany but to have 
almost fallen from recognition of late years. I do not think there 
need be any doubt that it is worthy of its old position. It is a 
more delicate grass than A. geniculatus and offers an immediate 
contrast by its glaucous character and paler green color. It is 
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further much less stiffly depressed and geniculate, or even erect, with 
longer, thinner leaves, having less inflated sheaths, and longer, more 
slender spikes of much smaller shorter-awned flowers. The 
glumes and flowering scales are also somewhat different in form 
and proportions. An obvious difference between the two plants 
at their flowering periods is the relative size and color of the 
anthers: in A. geniculates they are often purple and are 1.5-2 
mm. long, in A. aristulatus they are yellow and only one third 
that size. 

There would seem to be a considerable difference of time, 
between the flowering periods of these grasses, since A. aristulatus 
was found this last season at the Thousand Islands in full flower 
late in September. 

Alopecurus pratensis L. 

Common and well established, mainly in fields and lots in the 
general town region ; west to beyond Maxcy's Pond ; east to Mon- 
omoy and Shawkemo, then in Polpis towards Quidnet; 'Sconset. 
Just in full flower June 7. 

* Agrostis alba aristulata A. Gray. 

Pocomo, in sterile soil far from any cultivated ground. In 
full flower June 15. 

Slender but rather stiff, in loose tufts; culms 1-2.5 dm. high, 
erect, mostly geniculate close to the base, the basal leaf-sheaths 
broadened and chaffy ; leaves very narrow, erect, involute ; panicles 
purplish, 2-10 cm. long, very narrow, with erect or erect-ascending 
short branches ; outer glumes 1.75-2 mm. long, lemma 1.5—2 mm., 
palet .75-1 mm.; awns 2-3 mm. long, wanting in many flowers 
on some panicles. 

A distinct-appearing grass needing critical study. 

* Agrostis antecedens sp. nov. 

Common in dry sandy places or sometimes in damp soil. In 
full flower June 7. 

Erect, tufted or of somewhat scattered habit, mostly 1.5-2 
dm. high (1-6 dm.), pale green, much tinged with purple; culms 
often slightly geniculate at the lower nodes ; leaves slightly sca- 
brous, short, erect, involute-filiform, mostly 2-6 cm. long, or, in 
stout forms, larger and flattened, becoming 1-2 mm. wide and 
10 cm. long ; ligule blunt or acute, lacerate, 0.5-4 mm. long ; 
sheaths smooth or slightly roughened, shorter than the internodes ; 
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panicle purple, at maturity more or less exserted, sometimes for 
12 cm., the very rough branches erect, erect-ascending or slightly 
spreading, 1-2 dm. long, borne in whorls of 3-1 1 on the lower 
nodes and of 2-5 above; the internodes 2-4.5 cm - m length; 
branches 6-12 cm. long, branched usually well above the middle 
or towards the ends ; spikelets clustered towards the ends of the 
short branchlets, mostly very short-pedicelled or some even sub- 
sessile ; empty glumes 1-2 mm. long, subequal or unequal, acute 
to abruptly acuminate, scabrous on the keel ; lemma 0.5-1 mm. 
long, blunt. 
Type deposited in the herbarium of the New York Botanical Garden. 

Closely related to Agrostis hyemalis, with which it has hitherto 
been confused, but differing in many essential points. A. ante- 
cedents is a much smaller plant than A. hyemalis, commonly not 
over half the size, with much shorter and narrower involute leaves, 
their sheaths much shorter instead of longer than the inter- 
nodes. In A. hyemalis, the ample diffuse panicle is ordinarily 
more or less included at its base and is often more than half the 
length of the entire plant ; in A. antecedens, it is relatively much 
shorter, more or less peduncled, and differs further in relatively 
much shorter, less widely spreading branches, which are less num- 
erous in the lower whorls and more numerous from the middle 
ones. In A. hyemalis, the branches are commonly branched at or 
below the middle ; in A. antecedens, well above the middle or towards 
the end ; also, the ultimate flowering branchlets are much shorter 
than in A. hyemalis and the flowers, which are on much shorter 
pedicels, are manifestly smaller and more clustered ; the empty 
glumes are commonly less unequal, relatively broader and less 
tapering, but more acuminate, the scabrous dorsal nerve less pro- 
nounced, the lemma shorter and less acute, but relatively longer as 
compared with the empty scales. 

The distinctness of the two plants is further attested by 
their different flowering periods, A. antecedens being primarily 
a grass of the spring and early summer, A. hyemalis of the mid- 
summer and fall. Both species are common on Long Island, 
where A. antecedens comes into flower from the middle of May to 
early June and is in its prime by the middle of the latter month, 
although sometimes persisting into September, while A. hyemalis 
begins to bloom rarely earlier than July and may be found freshly 
in flower as late as mid- November. 
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On Nantucket, on June 18, both species were found growing 
in actual contact, A. antccedens being at the height of bloom, A. 
hyemalis, although larger throughout and much more leafy, not yet 
showing the first signs of flowering. 

* Sphenopholis palustris (Michx.) Scribn. 

In a corner of Watt's Run Bog, June 15, growing rather spar- 
ingly but of full development, the most advanced plants just in 
flower. Lower sheaths pubescent ; plant perfectly typical as dis- 
tinguished from var. flexnosa Scribn. 

* Danthonia compressa Austin. 

Along a cart-path through a damp thicket in Squam, June 1 5 ; 
first flowers, but panicles not yet fully expanded. 
Poa trivialis L. 

Very common generally ; in full flower June 7. 

* Puccineli.ia distans (L.) Pari. 

Common along dry or damp clayey roadsides towards Brant 
Point and below the " Cliff," often in close association with P. 
fascicnlata. In full flower June 7 ; overmature and mostly dried 
up and little noticeable by June 18. 

The plant seems rather ambiguous in some of its characters as 
between P. distans and P. airoides (Nutt.) Wats. & Coult. 
Festuca duriuscula L. 

Occasional in sandy lots and by roadsides on the outskirts of 
the town ; in full flower June 8. 

Taller than Festuca ovina, with puberulent leaf-sheaths and larger 
panicles, the flowering scales larger, sometimes almost hirsute-pu- 
bescent and longer-awned. This plant is referred to F. duriuscula 
on the strength of presumably authentic European specimens. It 
would seem to have been generally lost sight of in our manuals 
that the original description of this grass calls for hispid flowering 
scales — "spcis * * * hispidis " (Sp. PI. 74. 1753). 
Bromus sterilis L. 

At a number of places by street-sides in the town, sometimes 
in abundance, as along Pleasant Street. In full flower June 7. 

LOLIUM PERENNE L. 

Frequent or common in the town and occasional at outlying 
points; 'Sconset. Just in flower June 7. 
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Mrs. Owen's record of this grass, which, it was thought, might 
perhaps have referred to L. italicnm, is thus confirmed. 

* Agropyron repens pilosum Scribn. ; Rand & Redf. Fl. Mt. 

Des. Isl. 183. 1894; U. S. Dept. Agric. Div. Agrost. Bull. 4: 

36. 1897. 

Sandy shore of the harbor towards Brant Point and adjacent 
roadsides ; in full flower June 20. Plant conspicuously bluish 
green and glaucous, in other respects agreeing precisely with 
Scribner's descriptions and appearing very distinct from the ordinary 
forms of A. repens. 

* HORDEUM JUBATUM L. 

A single vigorous cluster by a neglected street-side near the 
old wharves ; spikes almost fully expanded June 12. 

CYPERACEAE 

As with the Gramineae, it is to be understood of the species in 
this family that they were found in mature condition from the mid- 
dle of August until the middle of September unless it is otherwise 
stated. 
Cyperus diandrus Torr. 

Frequent in damp sandy places and low grounds. 

* Cyperus rivularis Kunth. 

Uncommon, growing with C. diandrus at two localities near 
the town and on the shore of Miacomet Pond. 
Cyperus Nuttallii Eddy. 

Very common in salt marshes and on the sandy shores of 
brackish ponds. 

Cyperus dentatus Torr. 

Common, occurring at many localities in sand or sandy soil, 
especially on pond shores ; occasional in dry places along road- 
sides. In great profusion at Tom Never's and Gibbs' ponds and 
about ponds on the south shore ; Maxcy's Pond ; Capaum Pond ; 
Long Pond ; not seen in northeast quarter. 

In seasons favorable to its growth this species on Nantucket 
attains a very full development, the inflorescence becoming un- 
usually broad and compound, with spikes 1 5-35-flowered and 8- 
16 mm. in length (var. ctenoslachys Fernald, Rhodora 8: 126, 
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127. 1906). Under conditions in which its flowering vigor be- 
comes impaired the plant takes on a remarkably different aspect 
by reason of much shortened spikes, and scales often of darker 
color and with more spreading tips. A few extreme examples of 
this reduced state were collected, showing many spikes not more 
than 5— 7-flowered and only 3— 5 mm. long, although occasionally an 
elongated, many-flowered spike was developed among the shorter 
ones on the same axis. This condition of reduced flowering vigor 
seems often to result from an increased vegetative impulse supplied 
by a very rich or a very wet soil. Under such conditions the in- 
florescence is often invaded by a vegetative tendency whereby some 
of the spikes become more or less proliferous or even wholly trans- 
formed into tufts of small leaves. 

I have collected on Long Island rather a marked form of the 
longer-spiked state of this plant, in which the spikes were narrower 
than in the Nantucket plant, with more numerous and crowded, 
much shorter scales. 

Cyperus esculentus L. 

Common in cultivated and neglected fields and roadsides. 
Along the sandy banks of the railroad near the town, on Aug. 28, 
1 904, were many stout plants bearing wide-spreading umbels with 
rays 10—14 cm. long and clusters of spikes 6 cm. across, the nar- 
rowly linear spikelets being about 1.5 mm. wide and becoming 2.5 
cm. long. At the same place in 1 906 the ordinary short-spiked state 
of the plant was alone found. This form of the plant with elon- 
gated spikes would ordinarily be referred to var. angustispicatus 
Britton or var. leptostachyus Boeckl., but there is a rarer and more 
distinct plant with the spikes paler in color and almost filiform- 
linear to which, perhaps, the name more particularly applies. At 
any rate, the long-spiked Nantucket plant would appear to be 
scarcely more than a state of the common species, illustrating that 
occasional elongation of the flowering axis to which so many of 
the Cyperaceae are subject. 

* Cyperus speciosus Vahl. 

Rare ; sandy shore of Sachacha Pond, Sept. 16, 1 899 and Aug. 
13, 1906, — a few dwarf plants 5-9 cm. high, with subsessile 
capitate spikes. 
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Cyperus strigosus L. 

Infrequent; in low grounds. The stout form of the plant (var. 
robustior Kunth) at Eatfire, with spikes 4—5 cm. thick and spike- 
lets 2 cm. long. 

* Cyperus strigosus compositus Britton. 

Common in low grounds ; spikes cylindric, dense, 2-3 cm. 
long, 1—2 cm. thick, usually of a brighter, more yellowish brown 
color than in C. strigosus. A well-marked plant, having claims 
to recognition as a distinct species. 

Cyperus erythrorhizos Muhl. was recorded by William Oakes 
as having been found on Nantucket in 1829 (Hovey's Magazine, 
May 18, 1849, 219, 220). That the plant has not since been 
found on the island would not of itself be an adequate reason for 
not giving it a more formal place here. It so happens, however, 
that the species is closely counterfeited in appearance by forms of 
Cyperus strigosus compositus, so closely indeed, that when, recently, 
at the herbarium of the New York Botanical Garden, a specimen 
of the latter was laid on a sheet of Cyperus erythrorhizos it was 
remarked by a very high authority on the genus, that, at a little 
distance, the two specimens looked as if they might have grown 
from one root ; without particular reference, therefore, to the scale 
characters and minuter anatomy one plant might easily be mis- 
taken for the other, and in view of the possibility of this, remote 
though it be in the case of a record by Oakes, a rediscovery of the 
plant on Nantucket would be at least a reassuring event. 

Cyperus macilentus (Fernald) comb. nov. 

Everywhere in dry sandy soil, even at the highest points on 
Saul's Hills. 

Professor Fernald has recently called attention (Rhodora 8 : 
128, 129. 1906) to the very obvious differences between typical 
Cyperus filiculmis Vahl and this plant of smaller spikelets and more 
northern distribution, separating it as var. macilentus. I have long 
regarded these plants as distinct or so nearly so that, whatever their 
precise relationship might be, it was to be expressed no more ac- 
curately by a trinomial than by a binomial designation. 

Cyperus Grayi Torr. 

In pure sand on dunes and wastes, frequent or rather common. 
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DULICHIUM ARUNDINACEUM (L.) BHtton. 

Fresh-water ponds and wet swamps ; very common. 

* Eleocharis obtusa Schultes. 

Uncommon or rare and met with at only four stations : Cato's 
Pond ; roadside west of the town ; Pocomo ; pool by state road 
near 'Sconset. It appears to come into flower on Nantucket later 
than its normal flowering time in the same latitude. In 1889, 
1904, and 1907, its most advanced heads were perfectly fresh at 
the middle of September ; in 1 906, when observations did not 
extend beyond the middle of August, it was not seen at all. 

Eleocharis palustris (L.) R. & S. 

Common in the muddy borders of ponds and pools. Just in 
flower June 7 ; spikes dried after the middle of August. 

* Eleocharis glaucescens Willd. 

In wet sand about the borders of Madequecham and Nobadeer 
Ponds on the south shore and Capaum Pond on the north shore, 
also in an overflowed muddy place in Quaise. In full flower 
June 15 ; in flower and fruit Sept. 2, 1904. 

In wet sand the culms are extremely slender, even capillary, 
sometimes spreading or almost prostrate and only 5-15 cm. long ; 
in water or wet mud it becomes stouter, strictly erect, and sometimes 
50 cm. tall. 

Although this plant has received only scant recognition in our 
flora, even as a mere variety of Eleocharis palustris, I have little 
hesitation in restoring it to specific rank. 

In E. palustris, the narrowly ovoid, usually tapering spikelets 
are 10-20 mm. long and arise between two opposite scales which 
terminate and are continuous with the culm ; in E. glaucescens, 
there is only one such scale and the smaller ovoid spikelets, 3-10 
mm. long, receiving therefore unequal lateral support at the base, are 
often slightly oblique or may be easily deflected ; the scales of the 
spikelet are looser and less numerous than in E. palustris, in much 
fewer rows, broader and more concave, much deeper and brighter 
purplish brown in color, and usually quite without the green mid- 
vein often so conspicuous in the spikelets of £. palustris. The 
achene of E. glaucescens is usually slightly larger than in E. 
palustris, notwithstanding the smaller size of the plant, with slightly 
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longer and more conic tubercle. The sheaths in E. glaucescens 
are less striate than in E. palustris, the lower ones more shining 
and of a brighter purplish red color, the upper one much less 
oblique at the top, sometimes even quite truncate, and the cortex 
of the culm under a lens much more distinctly crystalline-punc- 
ticulate and more coarsely cellular. The anthers and stigmas of 
E. palustris are definitely longer and more slender than those of 
£. glaucescens. These observations were made by comparison of 
living plants on Nantucket and are confirmed by fresh specimens 
from Long Island also and by some general reference to herbarium 
material. 

Eleocharis acicularis (L.) R. & S. 

Frequent or common in wet places. In full flower in August 
and September ; not observed in June. 

* Eleocharis tricostata Torr. 

Almanac Pond, Sept. 19, 1907 — a considerable growth on 
the muddy shore, where the water had receded, the culms and 
spikelets in all stages of development from their earliest visible 
condition up to full maturity. A few yards away a dense growth 
of Eleocharis palustris covered the muddy level, but the two species 
were not found intermingling. At the same place, on June 18, 
was an abundance of E. palustris in full flower, but E. tricostata 
was not sufficiently advanced to be recognizable. 

Eleocharis tenuis (Willd.) Schultes. 

Abundant in low grounds. In full flower June 7 ; completely 
dried up in August. 

* Eleocharis rostellata Torr. 

Abundant in salt marshes on Swain's Neck and adjoining 
shores of Bache's Harbor ; also brackish marshes at Eatfire. 
Heads dried in August. 

Scirpus nanus Spreng. 

Abundant in brackish mud about ponds on the south shore ; 
shores of Hummock Pond. Spikes just appearing June 17. 

Scirpus americanus Pers. 

Very common on shores and in wet places generally. Just in 
flower June 7. 
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Scirpus validus Vahl. 

Infrequent ; Shawkemo, along a brackish creek ; pool in 
Polpis ; in a water-hole back of the shore at Capaum Pond ; Mia- 
comet Pond. Spikes just appearing June 7 ; fully mature August 
16, 1906. Spikes ovoid to ovoid-oblong, 5-6 mm. long; achene 
about 1.5 mm. long, 1-1.25 mm. wide. 

* Scirpus occidentals (S. Wats.) Chase. 

Common in Hummock Pond in water off the shore. Agrees 
closely with Mrs. Chase's description (Rhodora,-6: 68-70. 1904) 
and matches well with the common plant of the St. Lawrence 
River about Alexandria Bay. The Nantucket plant is the form 
with dark brown spikes, not over 10 mm. long, borne in capitate 
clusters. Scales much longer and larger than in .S. validus ; 
achene 2-2.25 mm - l° n g> I -S°- I -75 mm - wide. Spikelets just 
appearing June 7; fully mature August 15, 1906. 

Scirpus paludosus A. Nelson. 

Common in saline soil, especially about the south shore ponds. 
Spikelets beginning to appear June 7. 

* Scirpus robustus Pursh. 

A luxuriant growth of this rush completely filled a wet depres- 
sion among lumber piles near the old wharves, Aug. 15, 1906, 
occupying perhaps half a square rod ; the plants were fruiting 
abundantly and were of unusual size, some being seven feet tall. 
In September, 1907, the colony had been much disturbed by a 
rearrangement of the lumber and in June, 1908, only a few plants 
remained, none being yet in flower. Nothing was seen of this 
species elsewhere on the island and its situation near the wharves 
suggests that it may have been introduced. 

* Scirpus rubrotinctus Fernald. 

Frequent in the town region. In great abundance in a low 
field near the " Creeks," where it was first observed Aug. 1 5, 1906, 
apparently a second growth after mowing, since the field was green 
from the tufts of basal leaves, yet no stems could be found ; damp 
lot south side of the town ; borders of Lily Pond ; at several places 
in damp fields west of the town and about Millbrook Swamp. 
Generally in full flower by June 15. 
Scirpus cyperinus (L) Kunth. 
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Common. Subject to much variation in the form of the in- 
florescence and in the time of flowering. A late-flowering form is 
tall and stout with stiff, much elongated inflorescence, often more 
foliaceous-bracted than in the earlier-flowering form and sometimes 
wholly green and immature in September when the latter growing 
with it is fully ripe ; the base of the involucels is variable in color 
but is often a dull black. 

Forms answering the description of var. pelius Fernald are 
frequent, intergrading variously with the more common form. 
The state of the plant with congested inflorescence (var. condensatus 
Fernald) was observed several times in its extreme phase ; certain 
specimens appeared to represent a congested state of the var. pelius 
rather than of the typical form, which is also subject to the same 
variation. 

* Scirpus pedicellatus Fernald. 

Infrequent. Typical examples were collected, as well as other 
specimens which are so close to .S. cyperintis as to be only arbi- 
trarily separable. 

* Ekiophorum viride-carinatum (Engelm.) Fernald. 

Watt's Run Bog, June 15, a scattered group of strongly devel- 
oped plants conspicuous from the bright wool of the mature and 
falling spikelets. The wool is of silky character and tinged with 
palest buff. Near by, Eriopliorum tenellum showed its inflorescence 
only just beginning to appear. 
Eriophorum tenellum Nutt. 

Rather common. Long Pond ; Maxcy's Pond ; Waqutuquaib 
Pond ; Pout Ponds and ponds to the eastward in Shawkemo Hills ; 
several sphagnum bogs west of Sachacha ; Watt's Run ; ponds in 
Polpis. In favorable places conspicuous from its white wool by June 
18 ; few spikelets remain after the middle of August. 

Eriophorum graci/e Koch is admitted in Mrs. Owen's catalogue, 
but as this species was formerly often confused with E. tenellum 
the record should now be substantiated. 
Eriophorum virginicum L. 

Common in wet bogs generally and locally abundant. 

The form with the heads white or nearly so, presumably var. 
album Gray, is occasionally met with, but, although the wool may 
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appear pure white I have invariably found that some slight brown- 
ish tinge was revealed to close inspection. 
Rynchospora glomerata (L.) Vahl. 

Very common in low grounds. 
Rynchospora alba (L.) Vahl. 

Frequent or common in sandy swamps and cold bogs, often 
growing in wet sphagnum. 

* Rynchospora Torreyana A. Gray. 

First found on Nantucket, August 30, 1904, between 'Sconset 
and Tom Never's Pond, scattered here and there along a damp, 
sandy, nearly obliterated cart-path through an open growth of low 
vegetation, its flower-clusters in all stages of development up to 
full maturity. On September 15, 1897, it was found in consider- 
able abundance over a damp sandy level south of the 'Sconset 
road near the seventh mile-stone, about a mile from where it had 
been found three years before. Here it was associated with Drosera 
filiformis, Blepliariglottis Blcphariglottis, Lycopodium alopecuroidcs, 
and other interesting plants. 
Cladium mariscoides (Muhl.) Torr. 

By many pond shores and in wet places except apparently 
along the south side of the island. Cranberry bog on the shore 
of Maxcy's Pond ; Waqutuquaib Pond ; completely filling a con- 
siderable boggy place among the dunes near North Pond ; ponds 
in Polpis ; Almanac Pond ; abundant at southwest side of Sachacha 
Pond ; borders of salt marshes at Eatfire and on Swain's Neck. 

SCLERIA TRIGLOMERATA Michx. 

A small scattered colony on a dry exposed hillside between 
Saul's Hills and Sachacha, Sept. 19, 1 907 ; achenes unusually large, 
3 mm. long, 2.5 mm. thick ; leaves rather stiff, 2-4 mm. wide. 

Included in Mrs. Owen's catalogue on the authority of Pro- 
fessor Edward S. Burgess. Professor Burgess writes me that 
he recalls having found the plant about 1882 on the south side 
of the island near the Weeweeder Ponds, this locality being over 
six miles from the second station here reported. 
* Carex intumescens Rudge. 

Local on the western side of the island ; at several places along 
the north side of Trot's Swamp ; west of Trot's Swamp ; the 
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"Woods"; Millbrook Swamp. Spikes very immature June 10; 
heads still green September 14, 1907. 
Carex lupulina Muhl. 

Not common, but scattered here and there throughout the 
width of the island : ditch west of the town ; near Long Pond ; pool 
on the " Plains"; abundant at a small pond by the road west of 
Quaise ; bog-holes south of Wauwinet. Spikes beginning to show 
June 9 ; still fresh after the middle of September. 

* Carex lupulina pedunculata Dewey. 

A luxuriant growth about a pond hole almost hidden by dense 
thickets less than half a mile to the southeast of Bedlow's Pond ; 
spikes fresh Sept. 19, 1907. 

Appearing very distinct from typical C. lupulina, which seems 
to be very constant in its characters at the various localities where 
it occurs on Nantucket. 

Carex lurida Wahl. 

Common in low grounds ; examples approaching var. flaccida 
Bailey occasionally met with. Spikes very immature June 10 ; 
still fresh Sept. 15, 1907. 

* Carex utriculata Boott. 

Northern end of Millbrook Swamp, filling an inundated place of 
perhaps half an acre to the exclusion of all other vegetation. 
Fully mature and fruiting abundantly June 9. A tall, stout 
form of the plant, larger examples having leaves 5-10 cm. wide 
and spikes 4— 10 cm. long by 1— 1.5 cm. thick. Where the water 
had dried away at the edge of the bog many plants were much 
reduced in size, corresponding to Boott's var. minor; in these smaller 
specimens the leaves were only 2-6 mm. wide and the spikes 2-3 
cm. long. 

* Carex bullata Schkuhr. 

Very local, but growing in profusion at the few places where it 
is found. The narrow-spiked typical form occurs in a low 
meadow west of the town, mostly in the shade of bordering 
shrubbery and taller vegetation, where it was abundantly in flower 
but still immature on June 9. The broad-spiked form \C. physaema 
Dewey, C. bullata var. Greenii (Boeckl.) Fernald] occurs in 
abundance in open, very wet sphagnum bogs in Quaise, and was 
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rather more mature than the narrow-spiked form at the same 
date. In a very wet place southwest of Sachacha Pond is a 
large patch of a form somewhat intermediate between its two ex- 
tremes but apparently best referred to a small-spiked state of the 
broader-spiked form. Here the spikes were still green as late as 
September 19, 1904. 

In their extreme states the broad-spiked and narrow-spiked 
forms of this plant present rather striking differences and appear 
quite distinct, but these differences are subject to a most confusing 
interchange in whole or in part, so that it is sometimes difficult to 
assign specimens to either form. My own observations on Long 
Island make it appear probable that the narrow-spiked form is a 
state which sometimes reflects conditions of greater shade, and 
again expresses a modified development through a drying up of 
the soil before the plant has reached its natural maturity. Con- 
tributory to this view is the fact that the narrow-spiked form seems 
to be quite generally infertile. 
Carex comosa Boott. 

Rather common in wet places. Spikes just appearing June 1 5 ; 
still fresh at the middle of September. At Watt's Run with 
unusually narrow spikes simulating C. pseudo-cyperus. 

* Carex vestita Willd. . 

At a number of rather widely separated localities : Trot's 
Swamp ; Millbrook Swamp ; Quaise ; Polpis ; Tom Never's Pond 
and at several places about the borders of the swamp. In full 
flower June 10; no perigynia remaining August 7, 1906. Often 
occurs in wetter places than is usual for this species, sometimes 
even growing in wet sphagnum. 

* Carex Walteriana Bailey. 

Occurs rather sparingly in a small bog south of the roadside 
fountain erected by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to mark 
the birthplace of Abiah Folger Franklin, mother of Benjamin 
Franklin. In perfect fruiting condition June 10, 1908 ; perigynia 
wholly glabrous. 

* Carex lanuginosa Michx. 

Meadow near Reed Pond, a slender form suggesting C. fili- 
formis L. A very stout distinct-appearing form was collected in 
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a sphagnum bog in Quaise, June 1 1 ; the stiff nodulose leaves 
were unusually broad, even as wide as 6 mm. ; the densely flow- 
ered spikes were 5-7 mm. thick, with perigynia 4.5 mm. long and 
2.75 mm. thick, less spreading than in the ordinary form and with 
more deeply colored, appressed-ascending rather than spreading 
scales. 

Carex filiformis L. of Mrs. Owen's catalogue may have referred 
to the slender form of C. lanuginosa mentioned above ; at least, 
the record of C. filiformis should now be confirmed. 

* Carex hirta L. 

Sparingly in a low field between the Point Breeze Hotel and the 
shore. Not fully mature June 7. 

* Carex stricta Lam. 

Found only near Reed Pond, a fairly typical form, although 
only moderately tufted and not forming the strong, dense tussocks 
which are so characteristic of this sedge under favorable condi- 
tions. In full flower June 8. 

Lower leaf-sheaths becoming strongly cross-fibrillose ; leaves 
and culms much greener and rougher-margined than in Carex 
Goodenovii, the leaves longer and narrower ; spikes more remote 
and narrower with more numerous, smaller, more acute, nerveless 
or obscurely few-nerved perigynia and narrower, more attenuate 
and much less deeply colored scales. 

The plant grew in close association with Carex Goodenovii 
and the two species seemed to intergrade so perfectly that certain 
specimens appeared precisely intermediate and impossible of defi- 
nite assignment to either. 

Ill-defined and intergrading hybrids between very closely allied 
species scarcely seem to justify formal designation. Unproved, 
indeed, as most alleged hybrids are, their occurrence seems to be 
wholly dependent on chance conditions of unusual propinquity in 
the supposed parent species. Such intermediate plants seem to 
fall into a different category from that of well-defined intermediates 
of wholly detached existence as, for instance, some of the alleged 
hybrids in Viola which, if they be of hybrid origin, are perhaps 
none the less species because plants whose origin has not remained 
wholly concealed. 
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Nothing was seen of Carex aquatilis Wahl., which is named by- 
Mrs. Owen. In the wide variation shown by Carex Goodenovii 
are taller, more leafy-bracted forms somewhat simulating forms 
of C. aquatilis, the record of which, on Nantucket, it seems proper, 
therefore, to place in abeyance until positive evidence of its occur- 
rence is forthcoming. 

Carex Goodenovii J. Gay. 

One of the characteristic sedges of the island, growing every- 
where in low grounds and wet places, often in such abundance as 
to tinge fields and meadows for rods together with the bluish green 
hue of its leaves or the dark color of its mature spikes. In full 
flower June 7 ; some green spikes are to be found as late as the 
middle of August and dried spikes over a month later. 

In many of its characters this sedge exhibits unusually wide 
variations, but, great as these differences are, all appear to be vari- 
ously interchangeable among the numerous forms which the species 
assumes and I have not been able to discover that any set of 
characters is ever associated so securely as to indicate any very 
strong subspecific tendency. 

The form defined by Bailey as var. strictiformis (Carex vul- 
garis Fries, var. strictiformis, Mem. Torrey Club 1 : 74. 1889) 
and attributed to Nantucket is readily enough recognized in its 
extreme state, but it is itself so variable and so confusingly involved 
with other forms that, as Professor Fernald has already concluded, 
there is no sound basis for its recognition (Rhodora 4 : 224. 1902). 

On Nantucket this Carex varies from 1 to 8 dm. in height, the 
leaves from longer than the culm to less than half its length and 
from 0.5 to 3.5 mm. in width, and in color from glaucous blue to 
nearly green ; the spikes may be short-cylindric, stiff, and sessile, 
with closely crowded spreading perigynia, or narrowly linear, 
short-stalked and somewhat spreading and very loosely flowered ; 
the perigynia vary from nearly orbicular and broadly rounded above 
to elliptic and obtuse or even to narrowly oblong and acute, and 
from faintly few-nerved to distinctly 7-1 1 -nerved; the color at 
maturity varies from bright pale green or dull green to black- 
purple ; the extremes of size and shape of the perigynia may be 
expressed by the measurements 3X 3 mm. and 2-3.5 x ! -S mm - > 
the scales, while always very dark in color and usually rounded- 
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obtuse and much shorter than the perigynia, are sometimes more 
elongated and acute or the lower ones even aristate ; the staminate 
spikes may be i to 3, sessile or slender- stalked, and are very 
variable in size, shape, and color ; frequently the fertile spikes are 
staminate at the apex and sometimes even at the base. 

* Carex gynandra Schwein. 

Uncommon, in sphagnum bogs, usually in the protection of 
bordering shrubbery : at several placesin Watt's Run bog ; Quaise, 
near Bache's Harbor ; southwest side of Sachacha Pond. Freshly 
in flower June 10 ; perigynia brown and mostly fallen Sept. 17, 
1897. Lower sheaths minutely pubescent. 

* Carex virescens Muhl. 

C. virescens var. minima Barratt ; Bailey, Mem. Torrey Club 
1 : 77. 1889. 

C. virescens var. Sivanii Fernald, Rhodora 8: 183. 1906. 
Rather common in grassy open grounds and thickets. Just in 
flower June 7 ; some spikes still green in early September, 1904. 

I am unable to adopt Professor Fernald's view (loc. cit.) that 
the true C. virescens of Muhlenberg, published by Willdenow and 
by Schkuhr, is not our common short-spiked plant which has for 
so long a time borne the name, but the woodland plant with longer 
spikes, by Schweinitz described as C. costata, by Dewey as var. 
costala, and later by Doctor Britton, most certainly with ample 
reason, restored to full specific rank as C. costellata. 

Both Willdenow's description and Schkuhr's figure, upon 
which Professor Fernald has based his readjustment of the nomen- 
clature of these plants, afford to my mind convincing evidence 
that the long accepted application of the name C. virescens should 
have remained undisturbed. 

Schkuhr's illustration presents one very young entire plant 
and the fruiting top of a plant nearly mature. The former is ac- 
curately shown with the spikes much more slender than they be- 
come when fully developed. The latter, although not represent- 
ing the extreme of our shorter-spiked plant, corresponds precisely 
with frequent examples, even responding accurately to exact 
measurements of the spikes and their relative positions. The il- 
lustrations of the detached perigynia are even more unmistakable. 
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They are shown as broadly ovoid or obovoid without visible 
nerves and are not to be reconciled with the elliptic, conspicu- 
ously costate perigynia of C. costellata. Finally Bailey has put on 
record that he has examined the type of C. virescens in Willde- 
now's herbarium and in regard to it he has repeated in several places 
that it is our smaller shorter-spiked plant (Mem. Torrey Club I : 
61, 76, 78. 1889.) 

* Carex tenuis Rudge. 

Locally common but occuring only in a few localites : at sev- 
eral places in the " Woods " and along the borders of Trot's 
Swamp ; copse on bank at Watt's Run. In perfect fruiting condi- 
tion June 10; few perigynia remaining September 15, 1906. 

Carex pallescens L. 

Frequent or almost common, but somewhat local, although 
rather widely distributed over the island except apparently along 
the south side. Spikes of full size June 7. 

Carex pennsylvanica Lam. 

Abundant, sharing with C. Goodenovii and C. cephalantha the 
distinction of being one of the three most abundant Carices on 
the island. Fully mature June 7 ; readily recognizable from the 
leaves in the late summer and autumn. 

The common woodland form with soft and very narrow elong- 
ated leaves is abundant over the moorland and in dry thickets. 
On the exposed plains the plant is lower and much stiffer-leaved 
and separates further into two forms which in their extreme phases 
are set off markedly from each other on close comparison. In one 
the pale leaves become stiff and coarse and over 3 mm. wide, and 
the stiff culms mostly 5-15 cm. high ; in the other the leaves'are 
narrower and rougher and the culms rather longer, although shorter 
than the leaves ; in this also the perigynia are mostly larger than in 
the companion form and less abruptly rounded to a slightly longer 
sharper-toothed beak, the scales are also longer and sharper and 
commonly more spreading and more deeply colored. 

* Carex Emmonsii Dewey; Torr. Ann. Lye. N. Y. 3 : 41 1. 1836. 

C. alpestris Dewey, Sill. Jour. I. 7 : 268. 1824. Fide Torr. 
C. alpestris Schwein. & Torr. Ann. Lye. N. Y. 1 : 341. 
1825. Not Allioni, fide Torr. 
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C. Davisii Dewey, Car. 279. 1826. Not Schwein. & Torr. 

C. varia, in part, of recent authors, not Muhl. 

Common in dryish spots near damp or swampy ground, often 
in sandy soil, and in partial shade about the borders of low thickets. 
Fully mature June 9 ; in the summer and autumn, its low, close tufts 
of soft leaves make it easily recognizable, there being no species 
on the island with which it might be confused. 

The name Carex Emmonsii, here restored to a place in our flora, 
has not been in use for many years. The plant so named by Dewey 
was denoted so explicitly in Torrey's " Monograph " that it is hard 
to understand how it could have remained for so long a period 
confused with the Carex varia of Muhlenberg. In 1889 (Mem. 
Torrey Club 1 : 40, 41) Bailey showed that our common wood- 
land Carex (C communis Bailey), which had up to that time been 
known as Carex varia Muhl., was not the sedge to which this name 
rightly belonged. But in correcting one error another was com- 
mitted, and his mistaken relegation of the name Carex Emmonsii 
to synonymy under C. varia Muhl. seems never to have been 
called in question. Nevertheless, I do not think it will be disputed 
by any one knowing the two plants that, although closely allied, 
they are yet perfectly distinct. 

Carex Emmonsii often so closely resembles forms of Carex 
albica7is Willd. and Carex deflexa Hornem. that it may be easily 
mistaken for them. Its relationship to these species is indeed 
close but, disregarding other characters, it may be readily dis- 
tinguished from them by its narrower and longer-beaked peri- 
gynia. 

Carex varia Muhl. is a plant of dry, open, hilly or rocky 
woodland. Its culms are mostly erect, noticeably surpassing the 
numerous very narrow leaves ; the staminate spike is distinct, or 
even conspicuous, and commonly about IO mm. in length, the 
mostly purplish pistillate spikes distinct or separated by definite 
intervals. 

Carex Emmonsii differs in more slender, commonly prostrate 
culms, much surpassed by the tufts of elongated flexuous leaves, 
some of which become 2. 5 mm. in width ; staminate spike very 
small or inconspicuous, 2—6 mm. long, often partly pistillate at 
summit ; fertile spikes contiguous in a short, close head, mostly 
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pale green ; perigynia commonly narrower, greener and less 
pubescent, more attenuate at base and apex, the beak longer; 
scales of both fertile and staminate spikes longer and narrower, 
more attenuate and sharper and usually much paler in color or 
wholly white. 

Carex Emmonsii is more of a shade plant than Carex varia 
and is most at home about the dryish borders of wet thickets or 
boggy places in the woods either on hills or in low grounds. On 
Long Island it is common on the coastal plain as well as on the 
hills ; Carex varia occurs in drier, more open places on the hills 
but seems to be wholly absent from the coastal plain. 

When these two plants are once understood I think there is 
little likelihood of their being mistaken for each other. 
* Carex umbellata Schkuhr. 

Common in sandy open ground; fully mature June 7 to 17. 
Perigynia 3.5-4 mm. long, 1.5-2 mm. wide, slightly pubescent to 
glabrate, more or less nerved, at maturity becoming distended, pulpy, 
and white at the base, the beak 1— 1.5 mm. long; achene ovoid- 
subglobose, obscurely 3-sided, 1. 5-1.75 mm. long, 1. 25-1. 50 mm. 
thick, dull grayish black or silvery, appearing minutely roughened. 

This plant agrees so well with Schkuhr's illustration of Carex 
umbellata that there can be little doubt that it is definitely typical, 
although a form with longer-beaked, more pubescent perigynia 
would seem to have been commonly understood in that sense. 
The plant here in view, notwithstanding its comparatively short 
beak, is not the var. brevirostris Boott. The latter plant or one 
which must be referred to it on the basis of descriptions, is frequent 
on Long Island, N. Y., where the typical plant seems to be rare, 
the prevailing form being the var. tonsa Fernald. The var. brevi- 
rostris often occurs with the latter and differs from it constantly in 
definite characters. It commonly forms larger, closer tufts and 
has much longer, narrower, more erect and less rigid leaves and 
more slender culms, some of which are capillary and elongated 
and bear a slender-pedicelled, bracteate fertile spike near the base of 
the staminate one ; the perigynia are mostly pubescent and only 
2.5-3 mm - l° n g> w ' tn the short beak only 0.5-1 mm., the achene 
pale brown, rather shining and about 1.5 mm. long by 1 mm. 
thick. I have long regarded this plant as a distinct species and 
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have deposited specimens from Richmond Hill, Long Island, in 
the herbarium of the N. Y. Botanical Garden labeled Carex 
abdita. 

* Carex tonsa (Fernald) comb, no v. 

Carex umbellata var. tonsa Fernald, Proc. Amer. Acad. 37 : 
507. 1902. 

Common in the same situations as Carex umbellata ; in ex- 
posed places with the perigynia nearly gone June 9 ; in the shade 
of pines still with full-flowered spikes June 17. Perigynia mostly 
about 4 mm. long by 1—1.5 mm - thick, nerved or nerveless, the 
slender often curved beak 2 mm. long; achene 1-1.25 mm. long 
by 0.75-1 mm. thick, trigonous-obovoid, chestnut-brown, often 
shining as if polished, contrasting even more markedly with that 
of C umbellata, as described above, than with that of C. abdita. 

In the autumn the plant may be readily recognized from its 
small tufts of stiff partly spreading leaves. 

* Carex leptalea Wahl. 

Along a mossy run through a sphagnum bog in Quaise, also 
Watt's Run Bog; fully developed June 1. 

Carex stipata Muhl. 

Common in bogs and low grounds, often along brooks and 
ditches. In full flower June 7 ; a few perigynia accidentally per- 
sistent into September. 

Remarkably large plants were found in a muddy thicket around 
a pot-hole near Tristram Coffin's Homestead in September, 1907 ; 
some of the bright green tufts were 12 dm. tall, with leaves 12 mm. 
wide, strongly 3-plicate and very roughly margined. 

Carex vulpinoidea Michx. 

Frequent in low grounds. Spikes only beginning to appear 
June 9 ; perigynia falling or sometimes quite gone in September. 

* Carex annectens comb. nov. 

Carex xanthocarpa annectens Bicknell, Bull. Torrey Club 23 : 
23. 1896. 

Uncommon or rare. 'Sconset, June 13, in damp spot at edge 
of field by a farmyard, immature — a somewhat reduced form, 
bractlets and awns of the scales conspicuous ; ditch near the south 
shore between Hummock and Miacomet ponds, June 17, imma- 
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ture — a taller and stouter form, less conspicuously awned and 
bracteate. 

Carex rosea Schkuhr is admitted by Mrs. Owen. This record 
seems to need confirmation, especially as the species is sometimes 
rather strikingly suggested by slender, few-flowered forms of Carex 
cephalantha Bailey. 

* Carex muricata L. 

Thoroughly naturalized in the town region, often growing in 
dense tufts and in some places fairly massed along the fences 
bordering low fields and roadsides. 

On Sept. 15, 1907, some of these luxuriant growths had become 
a tangle of widely overcurved and reclined culms, many of them 
4 feet to 4 feet 10 inches in length and bearing dark brown heads 
of mature fruit. At the same time some thin tufts in a dry pasture 
west of the town bore short, nearly prostrate culms only 3-4 dm. 
long. Freshly in flower June 7. Not seen further from the town 
than about one mile out on the south side. 

Carex Muhlenbergii Schkuhr. 

Occasional or frequent in dry open places. Freshly in flower 
June 7 ; mostly beyond full maturity in September. Fully 
typical specimens were collected, as well as a smaller, more 
slender form in which the heads are 1.25—2.5 cm. long and the 
perigynia 3 mm. or less long and 1.5—2 mm. wide. 

Carex cephalantha (Bailey) comb. nov. 

C. echinata Murray var. cephalantha Bailey, Mem. Torrey Club 
1: 58. 1889. 

C. stellulala var. cephalantha Fernald, Rhodora 4 : 222. 1902. 

C. stelhdata var. excelsior (Bailey) Fernald, loc. cit. 

One of the abundant Carices of the island, occurring every- 
where in open, low grounds and wet places. A considerable 
range of variation is shown, which appears to be largely a matter 
of relative vigor of growth. In its most reduced state the plant is 
2-3 dm. high, the leaves 1 mm. or less in width, the 3—5 few- 
flowered subglobose spikes approximate in a head sometimes only 
2 cm. long. From these smaller plants the gradation is insensible 
to the larger forms over 5 dm. tall, with heads 4-6 cm. long, of 
5 or 6 many-flowered spikes, the lower ones well separated and 
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becoming cylindric and 10 mm. long. There seems to be no 
essential difference between the perigynia of the larger and 
smaller plants, although the latter sometimes show some approach 
to the narrower perigynia of var. angustata, but this form in its 
typical state was not met with. At a locality in Quaise the ordinary 
form of the plant was found passing into a state with flexuous or 
even nodding heads of scattered spikelets 1-2 cm. apart. 

* Carex incomperta sp. nov. 

Densely tufted, 4-6 dm. high, leaves numerous, bright green 
and rather soft, flexuous, much surpassing the culms, 1-2 cm. 
wide ; culms slender, roughened towards the top ; spikelets 3 or 
4, contiguous or slightly separated in a head 1.5—2 cm. long, 
small, subglobose, mostly 5-6 mm. long and wide, 9-17-flowered, 
the terminal one often clavate at base ; perigynia thin, flattened, 
deltoid-ovate, often subcordate, more or less striate-nerved on 
both faces, abruptly contracted into a prominent, narrow, slightly 
rough-edged beak one third to one half its length, finally wide- 
spreading ; scales ovate, thin, pale, becoming slightly brownish, 
obtuse or acute, about two thirds the length of the perigynia. 

Type from Nantucket, June 20, 1908, wet bog below the Sea 
Cliff Inn, deposited in herb. N. Y. Botanical Garden. 

This Carex lies midway between C sterilis Willd. and C. ccplia- 
lantlia (Bailey) and did it occur with them the evidence for hybridity 
would be not less convincing than that on which many a published 
hybrid is based. C. sterilis, however, does not belong to the Nan- 
tucket flora as far as known, and, should it possibly occur on the 
island, must be extremely rare and local. 

Carex incomperta seems to be not common in herbaria but I 
have seen specimens, variously referred to C. sterilis and to C. 
cephalantha, which give it a range from Massachusetts to Michigan, 
New Jersey, and Georgia. Its broadly deltoid perigynia would, 
by the books, place it definitely with C. sterilis, yet after careful 
study I am unable to include it with that species, nor can I force 
it into C cephalantha under any view of that species not too care- 
lessly broad. 

Compared with smaller forms of C. sterilis, the aspect of the 
head is so similar as sometimes to appear identical except to very 
close inspection, yet I cannot regard the two plants as in any way 
interrelated. C sterilis differs materially in coarser habit, much 



Bicknell : Ferns and flowering plants of Nantucket 495 

broader and shorter paler green leaves of obviously different cellu- 
lar structure under a lens, larger and more numerously flowered 
spikelets, and shorter, broader, and more obtuse scales of firmer 
texture, differences which are especially obvious in the scales in- 
vesting the clavate base of the terminal spike ; the perigynia of 
C. sterilis, although not always broader, are of thicker texture, 
more strongly nerved and thick-margined, paler in color and less 
abruptly narrowed to a shorter, broader, more graduated, and 
rougher-edged beak. 

As compared with C. cephalantha, the leaves are longer, softer, 
and of thinner texture, the spikes fewer, the scales paler, shorter, 
and much less attenuate and acute ; the perigynia, in addition to 
the deltoid base, are much thinner, more coarsely nerved and 
much more abruptly narrowed to a narrower, shorter, and less 
rough-edged beak. 

The plant might be compared to an overgrown Carex interior 
capillacea Bailey, from which, however, it is at once distinguished 
by the prominently narrow-beaked perigynium. 

Although reluctant to add another species to this difficult 
group of sedges, I do not know how else to report this plant as a 
member of the Nantucket flora. There it grew in abundance, 
forming large tufts in a very wet bog below the cliff where it was 
collected on June 21. 

Carex delicatula nom. nov. 

C. interior capillacea Bailey, Bull. Torrey Club 20 : 426. 
1893. 

C. scirpoides capillacea Fernald, Rhodora 10 : 47, 48. 1908. 

Bogs and wet thickets, common. Forming close tufts of very 
numerous, capillary, flexuous culms, 2—7 dm. long, the elongated 
leaves mostly less than 0.5 mm. wide. In full flower June 7; 
persisting spikelets are sometimes to be found as late as the third 
week in September. 

* Carex seorsa E. C. Howe. 

Sparingly in damp thicket at the west side of Trot's Swamp ; in 
abundance in a wet thicket in Polpis ; mature on June 10. 

Carex disjuncta (Fernald) comb. nov. 

C. canescens var. disjuncta Fernald, Proc. Amer. Acad. 37 : 
488. 1902. 
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Common in swamps and very wet bogs ; fully developed June 
7 ; a few dried spikelets remaining Sept. 8, 1904. 

Carex subloliacea (Laest.) comb. nov. 

C. canescens var. subloliacea Laest. Nov. Act. Soc. Sci. Ups. 
11 : 282. 

Common in wet sphagnum bogs, sometimes growing with Carex 
canescens and perhaps intergrading or hybridizing with it, but in 
its perfectly developed condition a very distinct plant. Fully ma- 
ture June 7 ; a few persisting perigynia Sept. 19, 1 907. 

Carex canescens var. alpicola Wahl. of Mrs. Owen's list {C. 
brunnescens Poir.) doubtless refers to the present plant. 

Carex scoparia Schkuhr. 

Common in low grounds. The state with more or less mon- 
iliform spike (var. moniliformis Tuckerm.) is frequent, as is also 
a reduced form corresponding to the var. invisa of Carex hor- 
mathodes Fernald. Very immature June 7, spikes mostly dried 
in September. 

* Carex straminea Willd. 

Met with only at one locality, on the north side of Trot's 
Swamp, where it grew very sparingly on dry ground among scat- 
tered shrubbery ; scarcely mature June 10. 

Very slender, 4-5 dm. tall, the leaves 0.5—2 mm. wide ; spike- 
lets 2—5, small, on a weak or flexuous axis 2—3 cm. long, ovoid, 
abruptly contracted to a short, staminate base, rather closely 
ascending; perigynia mostly 3.5 mm. long by 1. 75 mm. wide, 
more or less nerved on both faces, gradually narrowed into a 
rather broad and rough-edged beak ; scales rather deep brown, 
the lower very obtuse, those above becoming more attenuate and 
acute. 

* Carex straminea echinodes Fernald, Proc. Amer. Acad. 37 : 

474. 1902. 

Sparingly in damp ground at one place in the "Woods"; 
nearly mature June 17. 

Slender, 4-6 dm. tall, the leaves 1-2.5 mm - wide ; spikelets 
5—7 in a more or less moniliform, straight or flexuous spike 2.5—5 
cm. long, small, ovoid-subglobose, narrowed into a conspicuously 
chaffy, clavate base ; perigynia early spreading, mostly 3 mm. 
long by 2 mm. wide, nerveless or nearly so on both faces, the body 
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nearly orbicular, abruptly narrowed or rounded to the narrow 
and conspicuous somewhat rough-edged beak ; scales very thin, 
even the lowest acute, pale stamineous ; achene definitely larger 
and plumper than that of the preceding, and elliptic-oblong in- 
stead of ovate. 

The two sedges here compared appear to me to be distinct, 
especially by comparison of the perigynia and achenes, and if 
Professor Fernald's var. echinodes is properly represented by the 
plant here referred to it, I should feel that there was little reason 
to doubt that it should stand as a species. 

Carex silicea Olney. 

Common in sand, mostly along and near the beaches, but 
sometimes on the higher parts of the island quite away from im- 
mediate saline influence — spikes well developed June 7; mostly 
dried by September. 

Carex hormathodes Fernald, Rhodora 8: 165. 1906. 

Very common in low, open grounds, and apparently less re- 
stricted to the neighborhood of salt marshes than in many localities 
along the coast. Spikes well developed June 7 ; spikelets mostly 
dried or gone by September. Probably the C. straminea of Mrs. 
Owen's list. 

The so-called var. invisa (Boott) seems to be nothing more 
than a reduced and often late-flowering state of the plant to which 
there is no greater reason for according varietal status than for 
deducing varieties from parallel reduced states of almost all of its 
near relatives in the Ovales. 

Where this species grows in abundance with C. albolutescens, 
occasional plants are so nearly intermediate that, except for the 
absence of actual proof, they might well be pronounced hybrids. 
Likewise, specimens were found which appeared quite intermediate 
with C. scoparia. 

Carex albolutescens Schwein. 

Common near the beaches and salt marshes but also in wet 
places generally. In fresh-water swamps and about the borders 
of ponds a form occurs with greener, softer leaves and culms, and 
often longer heads of less approximate spikes, which are longer 
and more acute, with longer and narrower perigynia, narrower 
achene and more stramineous scales ; in this form the spikes be- 
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come 7-10 mm. long and the perigynia 4-4.5 mm. A reduced 
fresh-water form has heads sometimes not over 5 mm. long and 
perigynia only 2-2.5 mm - i° length. 

This is doubtless the C. adusta of Mrs. Owen's catalogue and 
probably also the C. straminea var. alata. 



